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Abstract

This study explores how textiles enhance comfort and functionality in residential interiors, focusing on cultural, acoustic, and sensory
elements. It delves into natural and vernacular fabrics like cotton, wool, handwoven textiles, ikat, and khadi, analyzing their application in
creating cohesive, authentic spaces. By reviewing existing literature and conducting case studies, the research explores how these elements
influence sensory experiences and contribute to the atmosphere of residential spaces. Cultural textiles enrich interiors with heritage, while
acoustic fabrics enhance sound quality for quieter living. Tactile aesthetics emphasize sensory engagement, combining texture and visual
appeal. Visual harmony ensures a balanced design by integrating colors and patterns, while sensory comfort addresses physical and
emotional well-being. The study demonstrates that thoughtful textile choices can significantly enrich the home environment, aligning

practical needs with aesthetic and cultural values.

Keywords: Cultural textiles, acoustic fabrics, tactile aesthetics, sensory comfort, visual harmony

Introduction

Fabrics are an integral component of residential interior
design, seamlessly blending aesthetics and functionality.
They have the ability to transform spaces, enhancing
sensory experiences through their textures, colors, and
patterns, while also addressing practical needs like comfort,
acoustics, and durability. In modern design, fabrics
contribute to creating environments that are not only
visually appealing but also promote physical and emotional
well-being. Cultural textiles, often rooted in regional
craftsmanship, add a sense of heritage and authenticity to
interiors, reflecting the occupants’ identity and wvalues.
Acoustic fabrics, on the other hand, play a crucial role in
reducing noise pollution and fostering serenity, especially in
urban living spaces. Additionally, fabrics’ tactile aesthetics
influence how spaces feel, while their visual harmony
unifies diverse design elements. This paper explores the
various roles that fabrics fulfill in creating sensory-enriched,
comfortable, and cohesive living spaces. The study is driven
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by the need for a holistic understanding of fabric choices in
balancing comfort, functionality, and aesthetic value.

Materials and Methods

Overview of Fabrics in Residential Interiors

= Cotton: A natural, breathable fabric widely used in
interiors for upholstery, curtains, and bedding. It
ensures comfort and durability, making it a versatile
choice for various home settings.

=  Wool: Known for its warmth and sound absorption,
wool is commonly used in rugs, carpets, and acoustic
panels. It enhances both tactile and acoustic comfort in
interiors.

= Handwoven Textiles: These fabrics, such as those
from Varanasi, combine craftsmanship and cultural
significance. They are used for upholstery, wall art, and
curtains, adding authenticity and heritage to interior
spaces.

= lkat: A dyeing technique producing unique patterns,

156


https://researchtrendsjournal.com/
https://researchtrendsjournal.com/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14596968

International Journal of Trends in Emerging Research and Development

ikat fabrics are valued for their vibrant colours and
intricate designs. They are often used in cushions,
upholstery, and wall hangings.

= Khadi: A hand spun, handwoven fabric symbolizing
Indian heritage. Its earthy texture and eco-friendly
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These textiles combine aesthetics with functionality,
enhancing sensory experiences, sound quality, and
emotional well-being in residential spaces. They also
promote sustainability and cultural values, enriching the
home environment.

nature make it ideal for creating simple yet elegant

interiors, often used in drapes and covers.

Methodology Flowchart
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r TITLE The Transformative Role of Fabrics in Enhancing Comfort and Functionality in Residential
I\ ) Interior Design
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e Hypothesis:
. Hypothesize the impact of fabrics on comfort, aesthetics, and functionality in
residential spaces.
P Primary Data:

- . . Survey: Conduct surveys to understand preferences and opinions on the use of fabrics
.‘"/ DATA \\“. in interiors.
i | . Interview: Interview interior designers and fabric specialists.
‘\ COLLECTION /‘ . Case Studies: Analyse spaces such as: Residential projects (e.g., "Vystrit by Saumya

A - - o Kalra")/ Floating walls in Sarjapur, Bangalore.

Secondary Data:
. Literature Review:
a.  Summarize research papers and articles.
b.  Study cultural textiles and acoustic fabrics.
. Online Case Studies: Review interior design projects incorporating innovative fabrics.

Definitions/Discussions: Explore types of fabrics (cultural and acoustic), textures, and materials
used.

Survey and Interview Insights: Organize primary data to identify recurring themes.

Case Studies: Document the role of fabrics in enhancing design functionality.

Variables: Identify key variables such as:
. Fabric type.
. Acoustic performance.
. Visual and tactile appeal.
Result Interpretation:
. Graph findings from surveys and interviews.
. Compare data from live case studies.
Comparative Analysis:
. Evaluate traditional vs. contemporary fabric applications.
Inferences:
. Deduce the relationship between fabrics and spatial comfort, aesthetics, and acoustics.

Proposals/Suggestions:
. Discuss sustainable fabric choices.
. Suggest fabric combinations for specific residential needs (e.g., soundproofing, thermal
comfort).

N Y

\\\‘ o - Discussion: Reflect on the transformative potential of textiles in interior design.
2.3 Literature Review acoustic  management, and cultural  significance,
This literature review explores the diverse and highlighting key industry trends shaping contemporary
transformative role of textiles in modern interior design. It design.
covers the aesthetic, functional, and sustainable

contributions of textiles in creating enriched spaces. The
review emphasizes the importance of innovative materials,

Online Case Studies
Tabular representation of the two case studies:

Aspect Sunita Kohli’s Delhi Houzz Manish Malhotra’s Mumbai Apartment
Overview Blends traditional aesthetics with modern comfort. Combines luxury W!th traditional Indian elements,
reflecting couture style.
. Fabrics: Rich silks, velvets; handwoven Varanasi| Fabrics: Velvet upholstery, hand-embroidered silk
Living Room . .
textiles. wall hangings.
Properties: Velvgt for sounc_i absorption; silk for Properties: Velvet adds luxury; silk reflects light.
light reflection.
Aesthetic Impact: Jewel tones complement | Aesthetic Impact: Enhances visual appeal with rich
antique furniture. tones.
Bedroom Fabrics: Cotton linens, cashmere throws, block- | Fabrics: Silk and satin bedding, hand embroidery;
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printed bedspreads.

cotton curtains.

Properties: Cotton is breathable; cashmere adds

Properties: Silk/satin enhance comfort; cotton is

warmth. breathable.
Aesthetic Impact: Neutral tones with serene Aesthetic Impact: Offers both comfort and visual
accents. elegance.
Dining Area Fabrics: Leather upholstery, brocade. Fabrics: Linen dra;i:a/é??nlgntshread embroidery on
Properties: Leather for durability; brocade for [Properties: Linen adds an airy feel; embroidery adds
texture. sophistication.
Aesthetic Impact: Ellﬁpfcse:mooth and patterned Aesthetic Impact: Creates a refined ambiance.
Home Office/Study Fabrics: Linen curtains, upholstered seating. Fabrics: Textured woorljgrt:glss, handwoven fabric wall
Properties: Linen is breathable and light-filtering. Properties: Wool 0ffer§ warmth and sound
absorption.
Aesthetic Impact: Pastels provide a calm Aesthetic Impact: Handwoven fabrics add texture
workspace. and warmth.
Hallway Not specifically mentioned. Fabrics: Silk tapestries, velvet wall coverings.

Properties: Tapestries as art; velvet improves
acoustics.

Aesthetic Impact: Enhances tactile experience.

Sustainability

Emphasis on traditional Indian craftsmanship and
sustainable materials.

Natural, handwoven fabrics support artisans and
sustainability.

Durable textiles like wool and silk promote
longevity.

Findings

Balances aesthetics with functionality using
traditional craftsmanship.

Demonstrates how luxurious textiles transform
interiors with functional comfort.

This table provides a structured comparison of the two case studies, highlighting key aspects related to fabric use in residential

interior design.

i
el

Fig 1: Section_google images

Fig 3: Section_google images

Sunita Kohli’s Delhi Houzz

Manish Malhotra's Mumbai Apartment

Fig 2: Section_google images

Fig 4: Section_google images

Research Paper Summaries

Research Paper 1: Role of fabrics & textiles in Interior

design
Source: International Journal of
Reviews
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Key Focus Areas

Research Publication and

Cultural Significance of Textiles: Reflect cultural
heritage,
meaning to spaces.

Economic and Social Impact: Textiles contribute to

traditions, and identity, adding societal
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the global economy, supporting jobs and preserving
artisan craftsmanship.

= Aesthetics and Functionality: Textiles regulate
acoustics, temperature, and lighting, making them
essential for both aesthetics and practical use.

= Sustainable Practices: Emphasis on eco-friendly,
natural fibers like hemp, jute, and ramie, which Fabric
Types and Their Role:

= Cotton: Versatile but environmentally challenging due
to water use and pesticides.

= Silk: Luxurious but labor-intensive production process.

= Linen: Strong, absorbent, and quick-drying.

= Leather: Unique texture, but significant environmental
impact.

= Sisal: Durable, biodegradable, and eco-friendly.

= Hemp, Jute, Ramie: Sustainable, strong materials for
various interior applications.

=  Mohair & Wool: Great for insulation, upholstery, and
carpets, with moisture-wicking and recyclable
properties.

Findings

= Popular textiles like cotton, silk, linen, and wool remain
integral to interior design.

= Sustainable fabrics like hemp, jute, and sisal are
increasingly used innovatively.

= Focus on reducing the environmental impact by
selecting biodegradable and renewable materials.

= Textiles significantly influence comfort and mood,
contributing to the overall ambiance.

Fig 6: Section_google images
Research Paper 2: Explore the Potential of Acoustic

Fabric in Interior Architecture
Source: International Journal of Scientific Research in
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Engineering and Management

Acoustic Fabrics Overview
= Designed to absorb sound and minimize noise.

= Key properties include high sound absorption
coefficients, density, and air permeability.
= Applied in upholstery, wall coverings, window

treatments, and ceilings to improve ambiance.

Residential Application

= Wall Coverings: Dense fabrics like wool reduce
echoes and reverberation.

= Upholstery: Cotton and linen upholstery dampen sound
and add comfort.

= Curtains: Thick velvet drapes help block external
noise while enhancing aesthetics.

= Ceiling Panels: Fabric-wrapped panels manage sound
transmission between floors.

Impact

= Improved acoustic quality led to a quieter and more
comfortable living space.

= Enhanced visual appeal using textures and colors that
align with homeowner preferences.

Findings

= Acoustic fabrics balance functionality and aesthetics,
supporting well-being and sustainability.

* Findings align with Harne & Sharan’s research on
integrating acoustic solutions in modern interiors.

Fig 8: Section_google images
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Fig 9: Section_google images

Stakeholder/Industry Expert

Interior designers, home decor manufacturers, and
sustainable textile producers often turn to publications like
Architectural Digest and Interior Design Magazine for the
latest trends and insights on the impact of materials in
interior spaces. These platforms offer valuable resources on
innovative design ideas, sustainable materials, and the latest
product developments, helping professionals stay current
with consumer preferences and the evolution of interior
aesthetics. By exploring these magazines, stakeholders can
discover new fabric options, understand market demands,
and refine their approach to creating functional,
aesthetically pleasing spaces.

Inference

= Textiles in Modern Interior Design: Essential for
both aesthetics and functionality, offering texture,
color, and personality to spaces.

= Sensory and Emotional Appeal: Textiles resonate
with inhabitants on a tactile and visual level, creating
ambiance and emotional connections.

= Sustainability Focus: Increasing use of eco-friendly
materials like organic cotton, hemp, and recycled
fabrics aligns with environmental concerns.

= Sound Management: Textiles like velour and wool
play a key role in acoustic control, enhancing
environments such as theaters, offices, and studios.

= Technological Advances: Smart, energy-efficient
fabrics highlight technological progress in interior
design.

= Future Outlook: Textiles will continue to play a
central role in balancing aesthetics, functionality, and
sustainability in interior spaces.

https://researchtrendsjournal.com
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Live Case Study

Use of Fabrics in Vystrit by Saumya Kashyap,
Bangalore

Introduction: Vystrit, led by designer Saumya Kashyap in
Bangalore, seamlessly integrates traditional craftsmanship
with modern aesthetics in its interior design approach.
Specializing in handcrafted products, the studio focuses on
the use of natural materials like textiles, teak wood, and
cane to create luxurious and functional interiors. The
emphasis on cultural heritage, tactile quality, and artisanal
detail highlights the importance of fabrics in transforming
living spaces.

Use of Fabrics in Design

= Lighting Accents: Fabrics are fused with teak wood in
artisanal lamps, showcasing a blend of soft textures and
natural grains. These fabric accents enhance ambiance
through warm, diffused lighting, ideal for mood
settings.

= Textile Panels: Fabric wall panels are used as
statement pieces, reflecting cultural motifs and intricate
detailing. These panels not only serve as art but also
improve acoustics.

= Upholstery and Soft Furnishings: Upholstered
furniture incorporates handwoven and embroidered
fabrics that combine durability with aesthetic richness.
The use of locally sourced textiles adds a sense of
authenticity and warmth to the interiors.

= Sustainability: Recycled and reclaimed textiles are
featured prominently, emphasizing eco-conscious
design. The materials support a sustainable lifestyle
while ensuring longevity and visual appeal.

Highlights

= Cultural Relevance: Use of handwoven textiles honors
regional craftsmanship.

= Functionality: Fabrics are chosen for their acoustic and
tactile properties, creating a serene and inviting
atmosphere.

= Innovation: Unigue combinations of fabric and wood
highlight Vystrit’s focus on blending tradition with
contemporary styles.

Findings

Vystrit demonstrates how fabric can transcend decorative
purposes to become integral to interior design, enhancing
comfort, functionality, and sustainability. It serves as an
example of how modern spaces can honor traditional
craftsmanship while catering to contemporary needs.
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Fig 10: Section_author

Fig 14: Section_author

Fig 13: Section_author

Fig 15: Section_author

Floating Walls - Sarjapur, Bangalore

Overview: Floating Walls, located in Sarjapur, Bangalore,
is a premium furnishing and furniture store known for its
diverse and high-quality fabric offerings. The store
integrates aesthetics and functionality into its curated
collections, providing solutions for upholstery, curtains, and
other fabric-based interior elements. This case study
examines the role of their fabric selection in enhancing
residential interior design.

Fabric Offerings

Upholstery Fabrics

= Available in various textures and patterns, including
velvet, cotton, and polyester blends.

= Key features: Durability, ease of maintenance, and
aesthetic versatility for furniture design.

= Application: Sofas, chairs, and cushions for creating
luxurious and functional seating.

Curtains and Drapery

= Options include cotton, linen, velvet, and polyester
curtains.

= Customizable for window and door sizes, enhancing
privacy and light control.

= Notable designs: Floral prints, earthy tones, and
embroidered patterns that contribute to visual harmony.

https://researchtrendsjournal.com

Rugs and Carpets

= A mix of wool and synthetic fibers, designed for
warmth and acoustic enhancement.

= Adds texture and grounding to living spaces.

Bed and Table Linens

= Fabrics such as cotton and silk with
embroidery or minimalistic designs.

= Contribute to sensory comfort and cohesive design
themes.

intricate

Integration into Interior Design

= Floating Walls emphasizes fabric choices that balance
aesthetic appeal and functionality:

= Acoustic Benefits: Velvet and heavy drapery fabrics
improve sound insulation.

= Visual Harmony: Coordinated colors and patterns
across upholstery, curtains, and decor unify interior
spaces.

= Comfort: Soft, breathable materials
enhance tactile experiences.

like cotton

Insights and Impact

Floating Walls demonstrates how thoughtfully selected
fabrics can elevate residential interiors by addressing both
practical and aesthetic needs. The store’s focus on premium
materials supports the creation of spaces that are elegant,
comfortable, and functional.
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Fig 19: Section_google images

Fig 20: Section_google images

Fig 21: Section_google images

Graphs & Interpretation

As part of this research on the role of fabrics in residential
interior design, a survey was conducted to gather insights on
how various fabric types influence the living experience in
homes. It explores preferences and perceptions of natural
fabrics (such as cotton, wool, and linen) and vernacular
textiles (including handwoven fabrics, ikat, and khadi) in
terms of their impact on comfort, functionality, acoustic
quality, and aesthetics. The responses contribute to
understanding how thoughtful fabric choices enhance the
overall ambiance and functionality of residential interiors,
offering valuable data for creating sensory-enriched and
cohesive living spaces.

Do you think fabrics play a key role in making a room feel cozier or more inviting?

No

o 10 20 20 40

Count of Do you think fabrics play a key role in making a room feel cozier or more inviting?

Fig 22: Survey 1

Note: A bar graph illustrating responses to whether fabrics
play a role in making a room feel cozier or more inviting.

Insight

A significant majority of respondents agree that fabrics
enhance the ambiance and comfort of a room. This indicates
the integral role of textiles in residential interior design to
create warmth and appeal.

https://researchtrendsjournal.com

Do you choose fabrics primarily for their visual appeal rather than functionality?

Na

o

5 10 15 20 25

Count of Do you choose fabrics primarily for their visual appeal rather than functionality?

Fig 23: Survey_2

Note: A bar graph showing responses to whether
participants prioritize the visual appeal of fabrics over their
functionality.

Insight: While functionality is valued, the data shows a
strong preference for visual appeal, highlighting the
importance of aesthetics in fabric selection for home
interiors.

Which aspect of fabrics do you prioritize when choosing
them for your home interiors?

15

e

o

Durability and
maintenance

Texture and tactile  Visual appeal (color, Acoustic properties
fee pattern, design) {sound absorption)

Count of Which aspect of fabrics do you prioritize when choosing them for your home interiors?

Fig 24: Survey 3
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Note: A bar graph comparing the prioritization of durability,
tactile comfort, acoustic properties, visual harmony,
Sustainability and affordability.

Insight: Visual harmony is the most prioritized aspect,

https://researchtrendsjournal.com

followed by durability and tactile comfort, while acoustic
properties and affordability are less significant for most
respondents. This suggests a balance between aesthetics and
practical considerations in fabric choices.

the least important).

N1 EE>: TE3 EE4 EES EEs

Durability Acoustic properties Tactile comfort

Rank the following fabric characteristics based on their importance to you when selecting materials for your home (1 being the most important and 5 being

Visual harmeny Sustainability Affordability

Fig 25: Survey 4

Note: A bar graph showing the average rankings of
characteristics like durability, acoustic properties, tactile
comfort, visual harmony, sustainability, and affordability.

Insight: Durability and tactile comfort tend to rank highest,
reflecting their functional importance. Visual harmony also
scores high, demonstrating a blend of aesthetic and
functional considerations in decision-making.

To what extent do you believe that using specific types of
fabrics can extend the lifespan of your furniture?

5
4

3

To what extent do you believe that using specific ty.

Fig 26: Survey 5

Note: A bar graph showing responses about whether
specific fabric types extend furniture lifespan.

Insight: A large portion of respondents believe that fabric
selection affects furniture longevity, indicating awareness of
the protective and aesthetic functions of textiles.

Count of Do you consider the texture of fabrics (e.g., softness, roughness)
when selecting upholstery or curtains?

No

0 10 20 30

Count of Do you consider the texture of fabrics (e.g., softness, roughness) when selecting upholstery or curtains?

Fig 27: Survey_6

Note: A bar graph of responses regarding whether texture
influences fabric choices for upholstery and curtains.

https://researchtrendsjournal.com

Insight: The majority of respondents consider fabric
texture, highlighting the importance of sensory comfort in
interior design.

Count of Have you chosen fabrics with stain-resistant properties for areas in your home that are prone to spills
or heavy use, such as the kitchen, dining area, or children's bedrcom?

] 5 n 15 2 2

hat are prona 10 sl of heawy use, such a6 1he Kiichen, dring araa, of chikiren's bedroom?

Fig 28: Survey 7

Note: A bar chart showing responses about whether
participants choose stain-resistant fabrics for high-use areas.

Insight: Many respondents prioritize stain resistance,
emphasizing practicality in areas prone to spills and heavy
usage, such as kitchens and children's bedrooms.

Count of What kind of fabric patterns do you usually prefer for
your home interiors?

Geometric patterns
11.8%

Solid colors

29.4%

Cultural/traditional patt.._

Floral patterns

38.2%

Fig 29: Survey 8

Note: A pie chart depicting preferences for fabric patterns,
such as solid colors, floral patterns, geometric patterns, and
cultural/traditional patterns.

Insight: Floral patterns and solid colors dominate as the
most preferred choices, reflecting a general preference for
timeless and versatile designs. While floral patterns add
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warmth and charm to interiors, solid colors provide a
minimalist and adaptable aesthetic suitable for various
themes.

Count of Which of the following natural fabrics do you prefer for
your home interiors?

None of the above

Fig 30: Survey_9

Note: A pie chart illustrating preferences for natural fabrics
such as cotton, wool, and linen for home interiors.

Insight: Cotton emerges as the most favoured natural fabric
due to its softness, breathability, and ease of maintenance.
Wool is also popular for its warmth and durability, while
linen appeals to those who appreciate its lightweight,
textured quality, often associated with a modern or rustic
aesthetic.

Count of Which of the following vernacular fabrics do you find
most appealing for residential interior design?

Handwoven Fabrics

Fig 31: Survey_10

Note: A pie chart showcasing preferences for vernacular
fabrics like ikat, khadi, handwoven fabrics, or others.

Insight: Handwoven fabrics and ikat are highly preferred,
highlighting an appreciation for traditional craftsmanship
and cultural heritage. Khadi, while valued, tends to appeal
to a niche audience, possibly due to its specific texture and
association with sustainability.

Would you be willing to explore innovative fabrics with acoustic
or energy-saving features for your home?

5

4

2
o

Fig 32: Survey 11

Would you be willing to explore innovative fabrics
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Note: A bar graph showing the openness of respondents to
explore modern, innovative fabric options, such as those
with acoustic or energy-saving features.

Insight: The data indicates growing curiosity about modern
advancements in fabric technology. Many respondents are
open to integrating innovative fabrics, reflecting a shift
towards functional and sustainable solutions in design.

Interpretation

= Role of Fabrics in Comfort and Ambiance: From the
data, a significant majority of respondents agree that
fabrics play a crucial role in enhancing the coziness and
inviting nature of a space. This highlights the
psychological and emotional impact of fabric choices in
residential interiors.

= Aesthetic vs. Functional Priority: Most participants
prioritize visual appeal (such as colour, pattern, and
design) over functional aspects when selecting fabrics.

This demonstrates the strong influence of aesthetics in

shaping interior design decisions, while functionality,

though considered, takes a secondary role for many.
= Ranking Fabric Characteristics

1. Durability and Maintenance ranks consistently high
among respondents, reflecting its importance in
ensuring the longevity and practicality of interiors.

2. Visual Harmony also receives a high priority,
confirming its critical role in achieving cohesive
and pleasing interior designs.

3. Tactile Comfort (texture and feel) is another
notable aspect, emphasizing the importance of
sensory interaction with materials.

4. Sustainability and Acoustic Properties are often
ranked lower, although they still hold relevance in
specific contexts or for environmentally conscious
individuals.

= Impact of Specific Fabric Types: Responses suggest
that specific fabrics, particularly natural fabrics like
cotton, linen, and wool, are preferred for their comfort
and sustainability. Vernacular fabrics like handwoven
and ikat also attract attention, suggesting cultural and
traditional values play a role in fabric selection.

= Acoustic and Energy-Saving Fabrics: The
willingness of respondents to explore innovative fabrics
with features such as acoustic absorption or energy-
saving properties indicates a growing awareness of
advanced and functional fabric technologies in interior
design.

= Cultural Significance of Fabrics: Participants
recognize the role of cultural textiles in representing
heritage and tradition, with many incorporating these
fabrics into their interiors. This demonstrates an
appreciation for the cultural narrative and craftsmanship
that vernacular fabrics embody.

Implications

The findings suggest that while aesthetics and functionality
remain the top drivers in fabric selection, there is an
emerging interest in sustainability, cultural significance, and
advanced functionalities like acoustic properties. This
indicates a need for designers and manufacturers to balance
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these aspects to meet diverse consumer expectations
effectively.

3. Results and Discussion

The results and discussion section explores insights gained
from the survey, focusing on the role fabrics play in
enhancing comfort and functionality in residential interior
design. The findings highlight the priorities and preferences
of homeowners regarding fabric choices, such as texture,
durability, and visual appeal, as well as the significance of
cultural and innovative materials. Visual representation
through graphs adds clarity to the responses, offering a
comprehensive view of trends and preferences. This section
integrates participant feedback to emphasize how fabric
selection can address both aesthetic and functional needs,
supporting the overarching goal of creating harmonious and
practical living spaces.

Key Findings from the Survey

The results validate the multifaceted role fabrics play in

enhancing comfort, functionality, and aesthetics in

residential interiors. Key takeaways include:

=  Comfort and Aesthetics: Fabrics contribute to tactile
and visual harmony, with texture and durability being
critical considerations.

= Functionality: Practical properties like stain resistance
and acoustic performance align with modern living
needs.

= Cultural and Technological Awareness: Participants
value cultural textiles for their heritage and express
interest in exploring innovative options for sustainable,
acoustic, and energy-efficient fabrics.

Discussion

The transformative role of fabrics in residential interior
design: The discussion focuses on the transformative role of
fabrics in residential interior design, emphasizing their
ability to balance aesthetics and functionality. Key areas
explored include cultural textiles that celebrate heritage,
acoustic fabrics for serene living spaces, tactile aesthetics
enhancing sensory comfort, visual harmony achieved
through unified designs, and sustainability through eco-
friendly material choices. Drawing from case studies and
participant insights, this section highlights how thoughtful
fabric choices can elevate the comfort, ambiance, and
sustainability of interiors.

| The Role of Fabrics in Interior Design

Tactile Aesthetics

Examined for their Evaluated for their

historical and impact on sensory

impros

: and emotional
quality

aesthetic significance

comfort

Analyzed for their  Highlighted the use

of

cohesive interior materials in modern

design residential interiors

Fig 33: Section_author
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Fabric
Characteristics

Durability

Acoustic properties

Tactile comfort

I ‘

Visual harmony

Sustainability 4.0

Affordability 3.5

Average
Rank

Importance of Fabric
Characteristics in Home
Interiors

Fig 34: Section_author

Cultural Textiles

= Fabrics such as hand-woven silks, brocade, and block-
printed cotton reflect heritage and craftsmanship,
contributing to personalized interiors.

= Examples include Sunita Kohli’s use of Varanasi silks,
showcasing India’s rich textile legacy.

Acoustic Fabrics

= Fabrics with high sound absorption coefficients, like
velour and wool, enhance acoustic comfort in living
spaces.

= Case studies demonstrate how acoustic fabrics in wall
panels and curtains create serene environments by
reducing noise pollution.

Tactile Aesthetics

= Textures like velvet, linen, and cotton provide a tactile
appeal, enhancing sensory comfort.

= Manish Malhotra’s use of velvet in upholstery adds
luxury and warmth, offering both sensory and visual
richness.

Visual Harmony

= Fabrics unify interiors by blending colors, patterns, and
textures, creating a cohesive look.

= Patterns in cultural textiles add depth and character,
while neutral tones in linens establish a calm ambiance.

Sustainability

=  The use of natural fabrics like hemp, jute, and recycled
materials aligns with eco-friendly practices.

= Fabrics like organic cotton and bamboo are gaining
popularity for their low environmental impact.

Conclusion

Fabrics in residential interior design are indispensable in
enhancing comfort, functionality, and aesthetic appeal. This
study emphasizes the critical roles of cultural textiles,
acoustic fabrics, and tactile aesthetics in shaping sensory-
rich, cohesive living environments. Sustainable fabric
choices further underscore their importance in modern
interiors, aligning with environmental consciousness. This
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research contributes to society by promoting mindful fabric
selection, which enhances the quality of living spaces while
supporting cultural and environmental sustainability.
Moving forward, the study encourages designers and
homeowners to explore innovative fabric solutions that
balance tradition, functionality, and sustainability.
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